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The Lesbian Herstory Educational Foundation is a grass roots, community-based, not-
for-profit institution housing the Lesbian Herstory Archives, the largest and longest-lived
collection of Iesbian material in the world. Since our founding in 1974, we have been an
all-volunteer organization, collectively run, with self-appointed coordinators making
collective policy decisions for the organization. We distinguish ourselves from other
archives by adhering to these principles:

All lesbian women must have access to the Archives. No academic, political, or
sexual credentials are required to use the collection; race and class must be no
barrier for use of or inclusion in the Archives collection.

The Archives 1s housed v}ithin the Iesbian communmity, curated and maintained by
lesbians. The collection, or parts of it, will not be sold to a public or private
mainstream institution-that is by definition closed to many women. The Archives
1s funded by mdividual lesbians and radical funding sources rather than government
or mainstream financial institutions. LHEF, Inc. 18 involved in and committed to
the political struggles of lesbian peoples.

All Iesbian lives are important and welcome at the Archives. Every woman who
has had the courage to touch or desire another woman deserves to be remembered
here, as do lesbians from all places, from every century, and from any and all
political or sexual backgrounds. The Archives aims to collect the full range of
lesbian experiences, not just the lives of the famous or the published.

The Archivesis dedicated to intergenerational and community connections through
reciprocal education and through building respect. Archival skills will be tanght,
one generation of lesbians to anothex, breaking the elifism of traditional archives.

LESBIAN HERSTORY ARCHIVES
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The Lesbian Herstory Archives exists o gather and presarve Lesbian lives and activities so that fulwe generations of Lesbians will have ready accass to materials relevant fo thelr lives.
The process of gathering this material will atso serve to uncever and collect our history. These materials will enabie us to analyze and re-svaluate the Lashian experlanca.
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- LESBIAN HERSTORY EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.

February 1997
Dear Friends of the Archives,

In the newsletter that accompanies this leiter you will read the great news about how we paid off our
mortgage and now own the Brooklyn building that houses the Archives! This spectacular achievement was
possible because of your continued generosity and support of our efforts to secure 2 physical structare and home.
We've paid off the morigage! The Archives now enters a new stage in ils organizational life. Even though we still
have somme private loans remaining to pay in the next few years, our primary financial concerns shift to day-to-day
operations. Beyond that, we enter a new phase of work, strategizing to promete the Archives’ future growth and
continued community service.

The Archives can now atiend to the immediate, pressing needs of the collection. There are essential
expenses that support our ongoing work that must be met, We need your help to continue to host our "A7 Home"
events (we had a record number this year!), catalog our growing collections, send our traveling exhibits to all
parts of the country, supply the Archives with the acid-free archival supplies needed to preserve the collection,
take the Archives slide show on tour {we made it to over 35 cities this year!), install new shelves, preserve original
video and film stock, and, yes, pay the monthly bills. :

As always, the Archives needs your help and support. We are very proud of our funding legacy--one that
has been built on small contributions from many lesbians over the years. We depend on this once-a-year plea for
financial support from the community. 8o, please fiil ont the form below and make any donation you can afford
to give. No gift is too small or too large.

Y our generosity today will help to preserve the precious heirlooms of lesbian culture that you have
entrusted to us at the Archives. We couldn’t have done it without you all these years!

With kind regards

and many thanks, /ﬁ;&' . %‘a &M r.

a

The Coordmators of the Archives
P.O. BOX 1258 NEW YORK NY 10116 Tel: {718) 768-DYKE Fax: (718) 768-4663

S e G o e - -
Yes! 1 Sﬁpport the Leshian Herstory Archives

NAME

ADDRESS

CiITY STATE ZIP

Amount [ can donate: $
This contribution is made m Memory of

LHEY is sometimes asked to exchange names on our malling list for fund raising purposes. We will do so only with your
expressed permission. May LHEF shave your name/address with other crganizations? Yes No

All contributions are tax deductible. Checks may be made out 1o The Lesbian Herstory Educational Foundation, Inc. or
LHFEF, Inc. and mailed o us at; LHEF, Inc., P.O. Box 1258 MNew York, NY 10116 '




The Lesbian Herstory Educational Foundation is a grass roots, community-based, not-
for-profit institution housing the Lesbian Herstory Archives, the largest and longest-lived
collection of lesbian material in the world. Since our founding in 1974, we have been an
all-volunteer organization, collectively run, with self-appointed coordinators making

collective policy decisions for the organization. We distinguish ourselves from other
archives by adhering to these principles:

All lesbian women must have access to the Archives. No academic, political, or
sexual credentials are required to use the collection; race and class must be no

barrier for use of or inclusion in the Archives collection.

The Archives is housed within the lesbian community, curated and maintained by
lesbians. The collection, or parts of it, will not be sold to a public or private
mainstream institution that is by definition closed to many women. The Archives
is funded by individual lesbians and radical funding sources rather than government
or mainstream financial institutions. LHEF, Inc. is involved in and committed to
the political struggles of lesbian peoples.

All lesbian lives are important and welcome at the Archives. Every woman who
has had the courage to touch or desire another woman deserves to be remembered
here, as do lesbians from all places, from every century, and from any and all
political or sexual backgrounds. The Archives aims to collect the full range of
lesbian experiences, not just the lives of the famous or the published.

The Archives is dedicated to intergenerational and community connections through
reciprocal education and through building respect. Archival skills will be taught,
one generation of lesbians to another, breaking the elitism of traditional archives.
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he coordinators of the Lesbian Herstory Archives decided to take a little time out from
the usual business in the late heat of August to organize a group photo for the newsletter in
honor of paying off the mortgage on our building. Of course not everyone could make the

shoot, but this group of happy lesbians wanted to stand before you and say “thank you” — to you.
and a thousand other lesbians and supporters who responded fo our annual pleas for money, who
sponsored house parties and fund-raisers in your communities.

We did in five years what many never thought pos-
sible. After securing a morigage loan for a non-profit
organization with no reliable source of regular income,
we paid it off in under five years. Our mortgage lender
is in shock, and we all can breathe a sigh of relief. Now
our fund-raising is focused on daily operations and main-
tenance of the collection. As an all-volunieer organiza-
tion, we have had to divide our time between the diffi-
cult and arduous task of raising funds and the daily run-
ning of the Archives — staffing, processing collections,
responding 1o requests from researchers, and answering
calls for action from our community. But the bulk of our
energies has had to be dedicated to securing this build-
ing, our home, for generations of lesbians who will come
after us all. Now that the business of paying off the
mortgage is behind us, we can turn our attention io the
work that attracted us all to the Archives in the first place
-— collecting, preserving, and sharing the materials of
the lesbian community. '

In January 1996, four years and one month after purchasing the
Archives home, arrangements were made with Community Capital
Bank, our morigage lender, to pay off the balance due on the moit-
gage. On Agpril 3, 1996, all the paperwork was completed and the
registration of the “satisfaction of the mortgage” was recorded in the
Brooklyn municipal record. Tt certainly was an exciting time for us.

Recently T sat down to calculate the actual cost of the building
and came up with the following: the actual cost of the building at
the time of the closing including all closing costs, title fees, and
other assorted fees was $315,368.19. The additional cosis total
approximately $107,000. This included such costs as $35,000 for
the wheelchair 1ift making the building wheelchair accessible;
$4,147 to expediters to run our paperwork through the maze of NYC
bureaucracy to get our occupancy certificate; $7,775 for an alarm
system; $2,046 to fix the cement walk in front of the building; $9,541
to have the windows changed and many upgraded to specialized
glass; $7,455 for electrical rewiring and lighting; $5,000 for re-
roofing; $3,250 for plumbing, tling, and renovation; $22,000 for
consteuction of rooms, a bathroom, a boiler room, some privacy for
the caretaker, bookcases, door frames, and other changes; $1,738

This issue celebrates our work as a community, as weil
as the collections of the Archives, focusing on our un-
publishied papers, organizational files, and special col-
lections. We want to document for the record our work-
ing coordinating committee and share our joy with you.
Again, your contributions and uawavering belief in our
ability as a community to buy this home have made it
all possible.

Here are the names of the Archivettes who made it to
the photo shoot for the newsletter cover: (left to right,

up the stairs) Morgan Gwenwald, Suzanne Bernard, Ina

Rimpau, Nancy Robertson, Robin Riback, Paula Grant,
Joan Nestle, Maxine Wolfe, Saskia Scheffer; (and down
the stairs) Polly Thistlethwaite, Judith Schwarz, Deborah
Edel, Mancy Froehlich, and Lucinda Zoe. (Absent are
the smiling faces of Amy Beth, Constantia Constantinou,
Alexis Dangzig, Caitlin Featherstone, Leni Goodman,
Beth Haskell, Linda McKinney, Barbie Painter, Janet
Prolman, Joy Rich, Annette Spallino, and Desiree Yael
Vester — watch for them in future issues.)

e did it! The Archives building is ours.
ut how n

uch did it actually cost?

for stee] fire doors, gates, and grates; $1,660 for moving; 5485 for
alocksmith; $2,017 for engincering, plumbing, asbestos, appraisal,
and termite inspections; $510 for tree pruning and garden work;

$773 for readying the building by hanging curtains, polishing the
- wood flooring, and replacing the stair runners; and approximately

$3,000 more for lumber, nails, paint, and incidentals. ‘The interest
on the mortgage totaled approximately $28,800.
The Grand Total: $451,168.19

In addition to the official mortgage we pborrowed $48,000 from
within the community. To date we have paid back the first $25,000
loan, the additional interest of which was returned to us as a dona-
tion. We have $12,500 due in November of 1995 and then $17,000
due in 2001, covering both interest and principal on these loans.
We deeply appreciate all the contributions we received during our
building fund campaign. Whether you were able to contribute a
small amount, or whether you were able to share a larger amount,
whether you were an individual or a group or a granfing source,
each contribution helped move us all closer to reaching the goal of
paying off the mortgage in under five years. We thank you. The
building is now all of ours.

— A report from Deborah Edel;, Archives Treasurer
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Date: Sun, 28 Apr 1996
Dear Back Homers:

Fm in Hickory, NC, currently, at the home
of very dear friends of my family for the week-
end. Slide show = great, sveryone loving it,
hope Deb’s been receiving my little packets
of chacks folks have been donating, much
to my delight & amazement! The las! show
was in the mifitary town of Fayetteville, ata
gay bar frequented by girl Gls... The slids
show happened between sets of pool games
and was followed by a round of ribald joke-
telling too off-color to repeat here.... OK,
Later.

Got the scoop on military dyke iifer bu-
reaucracy, bureaucracy, and more bureau-
cracy... a scary exisience, many women just
waiting for the right moment to get out, some

are moms! Severaltales of evil treatment ai
 the hands of military docs and in the VA hos-
pitals...

I've packed properly 50 that | keep warm
even all day on the bike in the spring breeze,
Mext port of call is Asheville, NC, where 1l
be presenting on Warren Wilson College’s

On April 15, 1596, our own Archivelie
gxtracrdinaire, Alexis Danzig, iaft town on
her motorcycle with our slide show on her
back for a G-ronth, 34-cily road trip io
bring the Archives fo you. From Marvisnd
o North Carofing, from Tennesses to
Mississippi, from Texas {o Arizona she has
fraveled, ending up with afinal slide show
in Ban Franciseo at the end of June. All
together she has been fo 27 cities in 17
states, bringing an svening of leshian
herstory into your fowns and communities.
All the whils, she kepi us posted on her
adventures via e-mail, passing on stories,
describing new jeshian episodes, and
sharing her experiences as she has made

her way a2cioss the couniry.

campus. Asheville’s supposed to be beauti-
ful, but I'm only there overnight before I'm
off to Laxington and Louisvifle before hitling
Aftarda just before Mom’s Day. Best, best
wishes 0 you{s;
' Alexis xx00
Date: Mon, 13 May 1956
Subject: Howdy from Hollanta
Dear Al

[.ast night at Charis Books {presentation
#15) was a HOOT. The evening started off
with a dinner meeting at The Flying Biscuit
with Maria {I promise T'll find out her last
namej who's a big, smart southern dyke and
the local lay queer herstorian hare in Aflanta.
We chatted about the Archives and quesr
archiving in general over fwo huge grean
satads and biscuits the size of Rhode [sland.
Yum! Maria writes a history column for the
local gueer paper; she used o write a col-
umn about gueer gardening called This Old
Ho.' Reallyl — she told me 50 herself.

50 there | was, Charis had just turned it-
self upside down, bookcases wheelsd to the
walls, the screen set up, I'm starting to do

my introductory chat about alt 18 of My Sis-
ter Archivettes, and a couple in wedding drag
try 1o sidle quistly inio two saails in the front
row. Everyihing stops. Alleyes onthe femms
thuge flowing white gown, bouguet, vell,
everythingl) and butch (fiuffy white shir,
brand new haircut, a bit pink in the face).
Dead silenca. “We jusi got commitied,” the
bride saidin a finy voice, by way of explana-
fion. Roars and chaers from the assembled
crowd. Don't think T've EVER done the slide
show to just-marrieds. Tough act to follow,
but | did my best. This Atlanta crowd loved
the slide show and now loves the Archives
and someone should wam Paula a great
group from here will be coniacting her soon
about bringing “Keepin’ On” south. 've been
hooking up with all sorts of wonderful people
en route; so far i's been a very, very won-
derful trip. | hope this message reaches ali
of you In good spirits and health —

Alexis
F.5. Congrats to Morgan and Barbie on their
great, hot pholo work and interviews in the

new lesbian bedside book ‘Nothing But the

Girl'lft

Date: Fri, 21 Jun 1996
S0 here's what's been happening. Austin
was great: a standing room only crowd at

the hookstore, Book Woman, which spon-

sored the slide show. Women said it was the
biggest crowd ever — and they get some
big crowds for events at the bookstore, |
was forced to schedule a second, im-
promptu, nexi-day-slide-show for some gals
who'd missed the first event: a buncha seri-
ous, fun iocal lesbians are puiling together
an archival project chronicling the heady
tays of dyke activism in the 70's in Ausiin.
They had great questions and we chatted
about grass rools archiving for quite soms

time — axpact to hear about these gals and

this project!

Early that moming | left Austin | woke up
ontime in the home of Meg, my host in Aus-
tin, &t 4:00 am — night riding beats the mid-
day southwestern heat — and got o waich

the sun rise in my rear view mirrors. | waiched

the beautiful landscape of west Texas
change as | went further wast, shade tress
disappearing and desert plants popping up.
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| stopped during the heat of the day in a
sleazy motel which Wrned oul o be very
nice, quist and comforiable, and the weathar
channel was fun {and imporiant!) io watch.
Thunderstorms up north and back East. 110
degree weathsr in Phosnix — seuui.

This jaunt turned out 1o be the only stretch
of the trip (50 far) during which my litlle red
gas containers were necessary. Thare ars
great stretches of Texas highway where not
every gas station is open after 1100 pm.
Mads it to El Paso sarly that morning — 3:45
am — where | booked into @ room in a Motel
8, slept through the midday sun, and then
was off to Albuguergue, NM, that afternoon.
I'd decided thal trying o get up o Banta Fe
all in ong day as 'd planned was just too

much, a hard decision since everyone who's
been has told me how lovely Santa Fe s
Howsver, the day after the Albuguerque slide
show — which took place on the Siate of
New Mexico Albuguergue campusin a beau-
tiful round auditorium — my hosts Sunny
Buack and Deb Jackson, both former Albu-
guerque Avengers, took me up for a day trip
to Santa Fe. There we saw lovely adobe
homes and a GREAT museum exhibit on re-
cycled art and artifacts. Sunny showed me
a great aclivist video about the doings of the
Albuguergue Avengers which (hopsfully} will
be added to the LHA video coliection as soon
as she can make a dub,

Leaving New Mexico en route for Phoe-
nix, AZ, | stayed over Friday night in Flag-

Alexis with Sadie, her motorcycle, before they kit the road, taking the Archives slide show

On Tour

stafl,-Arizona, which was cool — lempsara-
ture-wise, for a change — and quite beauti-
ful. Very piney. Nice old hotel. Sadie {my
bike) was a little grouchy getling stared the
next morning which scared the bejesus out
of me. | stopped in at the local Yamaha
dealer to have the mechanic check her out:

iust the spark plugs reacting to the lack of -

oxygen, Whewt! The guys at the bike shop
advised me to take the scenic route to Phoe-
nix, Highway 89A which winds through
Sedona and Jerome down to Phoenix.

Scenic route, eh? 1t was BREATHTAK-
ING. 89Ais truly THE maost beautiful wind-
ing stretch of road I've EVER been on, and |
was on it on just about the most beautiful
day to see it. | was practically in tears with
the sights and smalls of the pine forest with
sunlight coming through the branches, a
bright BLUE sky and amazing red, red rocks
of the Arizona mountains. [t took me sev-
aral hours more than expected to gethrough
the mountains just ‘cause the road was glo-
riously twisty (30 mph was too fast for many
of those switchbacks) and i was pulling over
so often 10 look and wonder and shake my
head in bedazzlement.

Than, coming into Phoenix it becams
amazingly hot. Hard io breathe kinda hot,
The air falt ke it was going fo combust spon-
tanecusly any moment, The slide show went
off without 2 hitch as rescheduled on Sun-
day and was well-received. | didn’t sleep ai
all that night, and ended up leaving long
betore the alarm went off and was on the
bike by 3:00 am. It was greal to waich the
sun fise in my rear view mirmors as | came
across the desert, all pink and blue. By 9:00
arn | was in the California desert, really, re-
ally tired. Sadie indicated tome she'drather
not end up in the sand by the side of the
road with me as a statistic, so lfound a seedy
motel in Bl Centro, CA, and slept for 3 hours
in air-conditioned biiss before riding into San
Diego very slowly through the last bit of
desert. Coming info San Diego was amaz-
ing, the change in temperature and vegeta-

x tion soothing and refreshing.
Alexis

KXROGT
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The Lesbian Herstory Archives has internships available throughout the year.

Time Commitment

Although there is no limit to how long
a woman may intern, we ask for acom-
mitment of af least 10 hours per week
for no less than eight weeks {or more
hours per week for fewer weeks). Inad-
dition, interns are expected to attend Co-
ordinator Meetings {two hours every
third week). Days and hours of intern-

ing are arranged in accordance with the
needs of both the intern and LHA. The
Archives sirives to keep its doors open
2 maximum number of hours/days a
week; interns can arrange schedules for
beth days and evenings, during the
week, andfor on weekends.

Skills

Interns should have a personal inter-
est in and commitment to the Archives’
mission. Fase in working with a diverse
public is an asset. No specific or aca-
demic background is required. Aninter-
est in Leshian Studies, Women’s Stud-
ies, and/or Lesbian/Gay issues is a
strength, as 1s exposure to women’s com-
munities and experience working in a
group environment with consensus.

Bemuneration and
Housing

Ths Archives is an all-volunteer-run
organization and can neither pay interns
por house them, When possible, LHA
voluateers may assist in finding short-
term housing options for interns,

Supervision/Advising Archives coor- .

dinators include professors, librarians,
teachers, writers, community cultural
workers, social workers, filmmakers,
graduate students, artists, craftswomen,
journalists, translators. An appropriate
match between a coordinator and an in-
tern will be established to provide both
orientation and ongoing supervision. In-
terns have direct and open contact with
Archives coordinators and volunieers.
Beyond this, interns are expected 1o be
comfortable working autonomously.
Evaluation forms and collaboration with
an intern advisor from an academic in-
stitution may be arranged.

How to Apply

An interested intern is advised to send
a cover letter describing her familiarity
with the Archives, her background, ar-

‘eas of interest and proposed internship

period. A phone interview, correspon-
dence or a visit to the Archives will be
conducted in order to determine whether
an internship is of mutual interest.

— Maxine Wolfe & Amy Beth
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| am a student in my fourth year of a five-year program which
combines degrees from Tufts University and from the School of the
Museum of Fine Aris, Boston. | chose o do an intemship as part of
my American Studies degree at Tufls University,

| knew thal | wanied to go to the Lesbian Herslory Archives ever
since | read about it on the back of A Restricted Country. | contacted
the Archives about the possibility of interning over the summer, and
I applied for funding through the Ted Shapiro Memonial Award, §
received enough funding to spend a month in Breokﬁyn uﬂ?em ng at
the Archives and doing research for my thesis. :

| was asked what kinds of skifls and inferesis |
sould bring to the Archives during my relatively
short stay {the month of July) in its active group.
The books, | was told, were in the process of be-
ing automated, the newspaper clippings were in
need of copying, and the mailing list was in need
of being updated on the database. | agreed to be-
gin my infernship with updating the mailing fist.
Since | did not have 1o work during the cay like
the other voluntsers, | could putin many hours a
week towards a single project, and | could keep
the Archives open during the day for researchers |
and women coming 1o look at the coilection.

Every moming, Monday through Friday, lwalked |

the half-hour to the Archives buiiding and opened -
it somewhere between 10 am and noon, {worked
onithe matling list for a ittle over a week, taking a lunch break arcund
3 or 4 and feaving the Archives sometime between 6 and 10, de-
pending on who else was at the Archives to take over or whether or
not there was a coordinators’ mesting.

My first coordinators’ meeting was an excellent opportunity to meet
everyone connected with the Archives on an active basis and to
understand more fully the decision-making process. The meetings
ocour every three wesks, begin at 7 pm, and last untii all issues
brough to the table are resolved. Finances, expenditures, and re-
pairs are discussed, as well as the status of the collection. Almost
gvery coordinator is on a committes that is In charge of organizing
and maintaining some aspect of the collection, such as the newslet-
ters, the magazines, or the books.

Eyery woman who works at the Archives is a voluniser, and has
limited time and resources to devote to new projects, so they have
to be carefully chosen. in addition, diferent women have different
ideas about what kinds of things they would like to see the Archives
invelved in. These divergent energies are what contribute to the
evolution and growth of the Archives, and at the same time, what
make coordinators mestings intense discussions. The coordinators
are womean who have spent anywhere from fwo to tweniy-two years

of their lives intimately connected with the Archives, and they feel,

as | do after only having spent a month there, that the work we are
doing is vital to the celebration, accessibility, and survival of lesbian

culture. As a result, the conrdinators have very deep, personal feel-
ings about how they think the Archives should be run, All decisions
are made by consensus,

After | completed the updated mailing list, | tackled the book
collection. About three-filths of the non-liction coliection had been
enterad in the compuier. After | completed my work on the book
collection, 1 was toid that what | had completed in two waeks was
scheduléd o take six months, and that | had made a worthy

ﬁontrsbut fon to a workable book database. Although my overall

contribution was small, | was proud that | had been
able to help out the book commities,

The third project | worked on was my own the-
sis. | was in an ideal setting for absorbing alf | could
about lesbian culture, and | had valuable, unigue

-resources at my disposal. In addition to the Ar-
chives collection, however, | had something even
more valuable: & community, | was living in Park
Slope, a neighborhood with as dense a lesbian
population as San Francisco or the West Village,
and | was working with women who had had years
of experience as women, as lesbians, as mem-
bers of a community, as activisis, and sometimes
as mothers. Although | made ample use of the in-
formation available to me at the Archives, the
friends | made and the experience | had working
thera far excesded anything { recorded on paper,

Al the Archives, | have leamed a lot aboul activism and commit-
ment, and a lot about myself. | admire and respect every woman
that | met this past summer; they have dedicated their lives to causes
they believe in. In many ways, lesbian culture is not something that
is readily available. | have had io seek it out, and at the same tima,
| have had to find it within myself, Itis not reproduced in a family unit
the way an ethnicity or a religion is; its social mores and reguiations
are not found in a holy book; it is not even something that is experi-
enced consistently among people who participate in i, Lesbian cul-
ture, for me, is somathing that | learn, as | talk to the women who
have come before me and have laid the foundation for the road to
freedom, and as | listen 1o their stories and tell them mine. tis also
something that | find within myself. | am deep and proud too, and as
{ follow my heart info uncharted territory in my own life, | come to
know the makings of my own cuilure.

The Lesbian Herstory Archives is a place that every person should
yisit at least once in their ives. | fesl as if | have made my first
piigrimage to a place that | believe in (| will be back), and | have
been lucky enough to have been a part of it. The collection itseli,
and the hope and commitment that went into its development, is
what gives me hope that my reality has a place, a sacred place,
whera it can not be ignored and where others can locate themselves
in a herstory that speaks their language.

— Rebecca Goldberg
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Story of an Archives Intern

Before | came to New York this summer to intern at the Lesbian
Herstory Archives, | hail-joked 1o friends that | was going io New
York City to fall in jove. Al the end of the summer, the same friends
asked me what 'd done. — how was New York? “I'm in love,” I'd
answer them. ! fell in love three times this summer: once with the
city, once with the Archives, and once with myself as a femme.” |
laughed when | said it and friends commiseraied with me about not
mesting the woman of my dreams. {Although I'm writing my senior
thesis at Smith Collage about the archives, so | am supposed to be
constantly articulating truths about ihe archives, the state-
ment about falling in love remains my favorite way of
describing the place and my experience thers.}

| spent most of the Saturdays in July in the blissfully air-condi-
tioned Archives, weeping over Mabe! Hampion's collection. Mabel
Marnpion, an African-American lesbian who was out her whole life
and died in her sighties, was a strong force behind the Archives for
many years. Mabel's collection is one of the miraculous things at
the Archives. Without visiting the Archives, it's hard to imagine how
an archive could provide a sense of a woman whe didn't write down
her story, but Mabel, in addition to being in the very air of the build-
ing, is present in all the now-ordered papers in her boxes. There are
Joan Nasile's writings about her— tribules, in themselves,

to two visionary and loving women — latters from

seven decades of friends, carbon copies of -

When dykes that | met in bars or around the city "/yf? 7/{:"% the outraged letiers that she wrote io Clly

{or at the Archives, for that matter) found out /
that | was intemning at the Lesbian Her- o
story Archives, they would ask all soris of
questions. The first one, inevitable (asked = ,  »
by Archiveties as well as others) was whai
was it, exactly that an intern did ai the Archives?
“Well," I'd teil them, “so far, I've cleaned a bath-
room, selecisd visuals for an exhibit on lesbian
fashion, wiitten the copy for that exhibit, loaded
a shiny black pick-up truck with a red intesior full
of signs, and held a fabulous banner at the New York City Pride
March.” As the summer went on, | added things to my catalogus —
ook minutas for a coordinators’ meeting, fliied, archived Mabel
Hampton's collection (or part of it), flired, tock phone messages
from famous and not-famous lesbians.

Larrived in New York and at the Archives in the beginning of June
(Pride Month). | did not have any awkward moments of wondering
how | should make myself useful or what | should do. | spent June
obediently following instructions, mostly those provided by Lucinda

-Zoe. My efforls were spent, then, helping to make the Archives pre-

sentable {thus the bathroom and the exhibit) to alf these lesbians
who would come through in June, wondering what their Archives
was all aboul.

When June ended, and people stoppad telling me what to do, |
was, at first, puzzled. How should | know, in this vast store of stuff,
what | couid possibly do or should possibly do to be helplul? Al this
poird, Archivettes suggested | do whatever L was interested In. | was
amazed that this organization, run only by voluntesrs, could survive
letting people like me do whatever they wanted. Someons suggesied
that there ware special collections that needed organizing, so | fock
on the challenge.

Fali about her apartment, and (this is where

=
7 Qﬂ-@é wept) folders of Valenting's casds between
. Mabel and Lillian, her lover of forty years.

‘The cards, which | found strewn throughout

the coliection — beiween flyers and
Signatures from  spesches and among hills — are signed with
the notes between  |gye “Big Bear” {Mabel) and “Litils Bear”

Mabel Hampton and Lillian Foster- {Lillian).
{"Big Bear”

and "Little Bear”). oyoanizing Mabel's collection so that other

women £an have access to it, write about her,
draw strength from her love and her life and her zest, is one of the
things that | think | will continug to be proud of doing for a long time.
This fall, | brought an Archivette and the slide show to Smith Col-
lege. There are slides of Mabel in the show and we fold a little bit
about her life and her forty year love for Lillian. After the show, a
friend of mine looked af her lover. *Forly years,” she said, “do you
think we couid do that?” She said she never sees that — women
together for that kind of a life. The Archives, for me, is that possibil-
ity. It is the sense of infergensrational community and a sense of the
possibifities for making and iiving a life connected fo women,
The last day this summer that | was in the Archives there was no
cne glse there. The gas company had left g little workshest for

“Saving money. Read your own meter.” | thought of one Saturday at -

the beginning of the summer whan | couldn’t get the computer to do
whai | wanted, couldn't find the hammer and had no idea what it
was that it was okay for me to do to find those things. | had felt like
a gusst in someone’s house — welcome, but uncomiortable and
always afraid that | would get itwrong. That last day | called someone
back about the hours we were open, ate the rest of the bagels I'd
left in the fridge, found the meter, read it and called in the rsading.

— Cattlin Featherstone
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The Unpublished Papers Collection at the Archives is one of our most unigue and valuable collections. This extradrdinary collection

of papers includes close to 1,000 theses, coliege papers, speeches, dissertations, shost-stories, and other works written by lesbians over the past

thirty years. A rich source of research materials, this collection houses all of those fabulous papers you wrote in college, the bibliographies
you struggled to develop with little resources, and ail of those brilliant insights; theories, ideas and fantasies that our voung and old lesbian
mings have conjured up over the years. Residing on the second floor of the Archives in two filing cabinsts, the papers are arranged

alphabetically by the name of the paper.

Until recently, the only access to the collection was by manually browsing through the titles, file by file, drawer by drawer with the
hope that you may run across a piece on the subject you are researching. 'We recently automated the entire collection, creating a database that
can be searched by subject, author or title (when this information is available.) Many papers wheré donated without an author or date. We
can print out a title list of holdings and publish it for the first time in this newsletter! These papers have been cotlected through the years,
donated one at a time or as part of larger collections. In almost every case, the papers were sent to us by the leshian who wroie it because she
wanted it to be preserved, read again, and saved as a part of our history. I youhave any such papers, please send them to the Archives. Be

sure each paper submiited includes your name, the date, geographic location, and any relevant institutional affiliation (university, organization,

conference, etc.y As a service to the many students, researchers, writers, and seekers that are looking for work on special topics and need to

know what’s in our collection, we are publishing this cusrent select hibliography of our Unpublished Papers Collection in this issue.
While the listing below is select, it represents the bulk of this collection. Papers that came in with special collections may not have

been moved into this collection, and some papers with incomplete data have not been included.

&W@@WW@M&JM Loe

A Nikelly & B. Hegeman. Spontaneous
Emergence of Androgyny in Women: A Reversal of
the Arindne-Thesens Syndrone.

Adrienne Rich. Resisting Amnesia: History and
Personal Life, 1983.

Alan D. Winter. Gay Press: A History of the Gay
Community and It s Publications, 1976.

Alesia M. Kurwz. Women As Seen Threugh Their
Personal Documents: A Study of Lesbians and
Non-Lestians, 1975.

Alexis Danzig. Making Connections, 1988,

Alexis Danzig & Marcia Goodman, What About
the Dykes?: Heterosexism in Feminist Theory of
Gender, 1988.

Alice Kessler Harrls. Lecture: Skidmore College,
1976. '

Alison Colbert. My Dungeon Shook, 1979,

Alison Kim. Pecific/Asian Lesbions and the
Printed Word: Buiiding Community Through
Writing, 1987.

Alma Aldana. Una Lesbian Del Feminismo
Experiencia, 1979,

Amber Hollibaugh & Cherrie Moraga. What We're

Roiling Around in Bed With: Sexual Silences in
Feminism A Conversation Toward Ending , 1982.

Amy Kesslemen, Toni Adams, Kristin Meyer &
Teanne Naldret. Women with Women, 1986.

Anja Van Keoten Nickerk & Sacha Wijmer.
Guys and Dolls: The Comeback of the Butch-
Ferme, 1985.

Anma Inyeana. A Foikiale, 1979.

Anm Allen Shockley, Third World
Lesbian/Feminist Writing and Publishing: A
Promatic View, 1980.

Ann Carr. Qppression Within A Feminist
Organization, 1981,

Ann Cothran & Diane Griffin Crowder. An
Optical Thirst for Inuisible Water - Colette, 1978.

Ann Defele. A Coming Ouf Story, 1979,
Ann Kennedy. Leshion Mothers, 1986.

Ann Laurel. in Memory of the Voices We Have
Lost, 1980.

Ann Qefele. A Coming Qui Story, 1979.
Ann Stellan. Fear af the Theatre, 1982,
Anna Hearne. Black Swan, White Swan, 1980.

Anna Hearne. Loyalty: The Last Qualify An
Inner Vision of Survrval. '

Annabel Farraday. Aspects of the Consbruction of
FPemale Sexnality With Particular Reference to the
Emergence of the Lesbian Subculture, 1979.

Annabel K. Stephens. Gay and Lesbian
Community Services of New York, 1979,

Anne E. Perry, Nora F. Kerr and Melanie C.
Kerr, Adventures of Anne £ Perry in Darkest
Australia, 1967.

Arisa Reed. Lesbign Relationship of Virginia
Woaolf & Vita Sackuille West, 1980.

Artlene Raven. Womon and Woman Sensibility: A
Theory of Sense, Sentiment, and the Senses, 1979

Artemis March. Heferosexual Intimacy and the
Lesbian Taboo, 1979, '

Audre Lorde. Breast Cancer: A Black Lesbian
Feminist Experience, 1979,

Audre Lerde. Breast Cancer: Power vs.
Prasthesis, 1979,

Audre Lorde. Man Child: A Black Lesbian
Feminist Responds: Not Only of 2 Relationship,
Buit of Relating.

Audre Lorde. When Will the Ignorarnice End?,
1979.

Ava Stein. The Great American Medical
Patriarchal Cover-Up, 1979,

Avra Michelson. Some Thoughts Towards
Dewveloping A Theory of Roles.

Avra Michelson, Liz Kennedy and Madeline
Davis. Buffalo Leshinn Bors iv the 50's, 1989.

Baba Cooper. Shaping the Future: Femirist
Speculations on Post-Patriarchinl
Sexuality/Reproduction, 1980.

Baer Gewanter. Securing SafeSpace at Womyn's
Gatherings: Inapprapriate and Problematic
Behavior, 1987.

Barbara Young. A Writer's Diary. Notes from
the Language Laboratory, 1975.

" Barbara . Sang. Some Existential Issues of

Middle-Aged Lesbians, 1987,
Barbara Grier. Proud, Disputed Names, 1981, -

Barbara Price. Discrimination Against the
Lesbian Mother: In Contested Child Cusiody Cases,
1974.

Barbara I'rice. Donna Hitchens, Trial Strategy in
Lesbion Mother Custady Cases: The Use of Experf
Testamorny, 1979,

Barbara Sang. Declassifying a Mental Disorder:

How the American Psychiatric Association
Changed its Position, 1987.

Barbara Sang. Psychotherapy with Lesbians,
1974,

Barbara Sang. Lila Lowenhertz, Personism:
Towards the Elirmination of Personal Oppression,
1975.

Barbara Smith. Journal Entries: The Boston
Murders, 1975,

Barbara Wright. How Women Become Victimized
Die to Their Sex Roles, 1982,

Barbara Wright. Where I'm Conting From, 1975

Batya Bauman. Notes From A Jewish
Lesbian/Fentinist.

Batya Bauman. Relationship Between Women's
Mnferiority and Male Homosexual Activity in
Hebrew Scriptu, 1977.

Batya Bauman, Woman-Identified Women in
Male Identified Judaism.

Beatrice Cowper Green. Women in Music: New
Heros for a New Culture, 1982,

Berenice Fisher. Guilt and Shame in the Women's
Mevernent: The Radical deal of Action and its
Meaning for Feminist Intellectus, 1984,

Bernice Goodman, Homesexual in Society: A
Force for Positive Social Change, 1975

Bernice Goodman. Lesbian Mother, 1973,

Bernice Goodman, Notes on Creating a Lesbian
Community, 1977.

Bemice Goodman. Some Mothers Are Lesbians,
1878,

Beryl Satter & Sarah Schulman. Changing the
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Gender of God, 1980,

Bet Birdfish. Speech at The Lesbian and Gay Pride
Rally in Northampton, MA, 1986.

Beth Hodges, Print Is Our Medinm, 1976

Beth Levine. Socicliology: A Passionate
Controversy, 1987,

Bethina Gelde & Hardet Klem. Way-s of Jewish
Feminism and Leshanism, 1981,

Betty Livingston. Domestic Vielence in the
Madison Lesbinn Commmunity, 1982

Bev. Roles: Butch and Fomme, 1982,

Blanche Wiesen Conk. An Unfitled Review
Essay on Lesbinna for Signs, 1978,

Bianche Wiesen Cock. The Personal is Political:
Women's Support Networks and Political
Activism, 1977,

Blanche Wiasen Cook. Tihe Personal 15 the
Political: Women, Alternative Lifestyles and
Politicat Activism, 1976.

Blanche Wiesen Cook. Women and Politics in
Paris and New York in the 1920°s, 1978. °

Bobby Lacy. Daughter of A S‘uck[ing Pig.

Bobby Lacy. Perspectives on Violence Against
Wornen: Wife Renting and Witch Burning, 1979.

Bobby Lacy. Unspeakable Stuffing: Fat Dykes in
Lesbian Literature, 1981.

Boni Thoreson. New York Leshian Conmumity,
1980. )

Boni Thoreson. Revolutions: Diaries of Women,
1979,

Boni Thoreson, Woman's Relationsfiips in Prison;
A Study of Differenc, 1979.

Bonnie Zimmerman. Lesbian Feminist Fiction in
1983, 1943,

Bonnie Zimmerman. My Whole Soul isa
Longing Question: Edith Simcox and George Eliot.

Bonnie Zimmerman. What Has Never Been:
Directivns in Lesbian Feminist Literary Criticisin,
1979,

Brenda Marston, The Role of the Research Library
Jor "Out of tie Closet and Tnto the Stacks’, 1989,

Brenda 5. Richardson. Painting, Sculpture.

Brigid H. Monaghan. An Interview with
Christine Byrne Long, 1987.

Broumas & Hacker. Violence to Women, 1984,

Buffy Dunker. Passages I Conference on
Lesbians and Aging.

C K. Jones, Threshold: Excert from a Journal
Frown "To Fill with Honey and Russian Tea’, 1978,

C. Lee Lehman. Leshian Flerstory Archives, 1979.

Caitlin Conor Ryan. Coming Out Among -
Professional Women: A Survey of Attitudes and
Practices m a Southern City, 1982,

Caria Berghout. Audre Lorde, 1979.

Carla K. Gourdin, At 20 Rue Jacob: The Legend of
the Stickman, 1981,

Carla Lonzi. Scritti di Rivolta Femminile 2
(Feminine Sexuality and Abortion), 1971

Carla Lonzi. Scritti di Rivolta Femminile 3:
Clitoral Woman and Vaginal Woman, 1971.

Carla Lonzi. Scritti di Rivolta Fenuninile: We
. Spit on Hegel, 1970.

Carla Lonzi. Scritti di Rivolta Femminile: Second

Manifesto, 1977.

Carol Ribner. Nanette Gartrell: Sexunl Problems
in Gay Patients, 1981

Carol Seajay. Class and the Closet, 1980.

Carole D. Yorke. Afienntion and Community: The
Lesbian Experience.

Carolyn Allen. Djuna Barnes and the Politics of
Literary Criticism, Carolyn Copperman, Leshian
Sexuality and Sex Roles, 1976.

Carrie Dearborm. Womien witit Disabilities.

Carroll Smith Rosenberg & Hsther Newtion.
Sythic Lestrion and the New Woman: Fower,
Sexuality and Legitimacy, 1981

Catherine Nicholson & Harriet Deamoines.

Transcript About Forming Common Lives/Lesbian
Lives, 1980.

Catherine Stimpson. Lesbign Novel: Explovations
of n Stigma and its Repudiation, 1977,

Cathy Burack. Special Needs of the Lesbian in
Therapy.

Cathy Cockrell. A Sinple Fact.
Cathy Cockrell. Esteli (Trip o Nicaragua).
Charlotte Bunch-Weeks. A Broom of One’s

Own: Notes on a Women's Liberation Program
1970-1971, 1970,

Chava, Zina, Liora, & Chana. Lesbion Mothers,
1987,

Cheryl LaMay. Home Birth in America, 1980,
Chiris Corneetz. Serpentine Grove.

Chistina Clare Simmons, Marriage In the
Modern Manner: Sexvig! Radicalism and Reform n
America, 1914-1941, 1982,

Christina Simamons. Parallel or Pereerse? : Views
of Homosexuality, 1520-1940 .

Ch:‘mtma:Si_mmons. Purity Rejected: The New
Sex Freedom of the Twenties, 1976,

Claire Moed. Dinlectic of Sex and Two Ibsen
Wonwen Characters, 1984,

Claire Moed. Sapphe and Aphrodite - Review of a
Play, 1983.

Claire Moed. If Love Was Second Base I'd Pitcht A
No Hitter, 1988,

Clare Coss. Responses to and Further
Explorations of the Womanlike Work: Known as the
Daughiters Project of the Wamanrite Theatre
Ensermble,

Clare ]. Potter. C.‘lica'go Leshian Community,
1973-1977: |.R. Roberts Memoir as told fo the
author, 1978,

Clare Potter. An Interview with Barbara Grier,
1979,

Clandetie Charbonneau & Patricia Slade
Lander. Redefining Sexuality: Worien Becoming
Lestrian in Midfife, 1987,

Claudia Castro. Mama's Day, 1987.
Claudia Gorbman, Trance, Girls, Trance, 1985.

Claudia Hinojasa. Una Perspective Lesbiana Del
Leshignismo, 1979,

Claudie Lesselier. Asperis de L 'Esperientce

1 eshienne zn France 1930-1968, 1978,

Clavdie Lesseher. Silenced Loves and Resistances:
O Lesbian Culture in France Before 1968, 1987.

Collective Authorship. Leshian Fiberation, The
Left and The Women's Movement, 1982.

Connie Barker & Mary Hallock (Foote)
Lesbanism: An Inguiry, 1985.

Cybele Higgins, Sally Amold, Karyn Schultz &
Nancy Snyder, Power of Naming: Sexual Identity
and Conmunity, 1981

D. Michele Davis. Butch and Femme: A look at
Role-Playing in Lesbinn Relationships, 1986.

Dana G. Finnegan & Hmily B. McNally
Alcoholism, Recovery and Health: Lesbians and
Gay Men, 1980.

Dana 5ue Kabm. Cxcerpés From Readings On and
Lives of Ferninist Lesbian Teachers, 1986.

Darlene McKnight. Metropolitan Comrnmity
Church, Pomona Velley, CA, 1985,

Deborah Core. Changing Role of the Lesbian in
Modern Literature, 1978.

- Deborah Bdel. A Working Paper on Counseling

Lesbians for Therapists, 1979,
Deborah Edel. On Bisexuality, 1973

Deborah Fdel, Joan Neste, Batbara Smith,
Judith Schwartz, Chris Czemnick, Libby
Bouvier, Madeline Davis, & Liz Kennedy.
Voices of the Lesbian Community: A Workshiop on
Researching, Arcliives and Teacling, 1979.

Deborah Fink & Pat Adams. [t's A Chain, Not
A Mesh: Lesbian Survival and Fragmentation in a
Rural Commurtity, 1983.

Deborah Goleman Wolf. Close Friendship
Patterns of Older Leshians, 1978,

Deborah Goleman Wolf. Lesbian Childbirth and
Artificial nsemination: A Wave of the Future,

Deborah Wolt. Aging - Abstract,
Deborah Wolf. Homosexuals: Stress and Coping.

Debra L. Rothberg, Ajrcraft Monitoring of
Agricultural Crops in the Thermal Infrared: A
Comparison of Corn and Soybean Canopy Resportse
Patterns, 1983.

Debra L. Rothberg. Legacy of Peter the Creat: A
Survery of the Socio-Political Development of
Russian to 1850, 1979.

Dee L. Graham, Catherine Rand & Edna L
Rawlings, Psycholegical Adjustment and Factars
the Court Secks to Control in Lestian Mother
Custady Trials, 1979.

Dee Michel. Gay Studies Thesanrus, 1983,
Deidre D. McCalla, Black Ferinism, 1975,

Del Martin & Phyllis Lyon. Older Lesbian,

Del Martin & Phyllis Lyon. Realities of
Lesbianism, -
Denise 5. Bellevance. Effect of Custody Cases on
Leshian Mothers, 1879,

Denyse Lockard. Lesbianism in the Acadernic
Literature: A Review of Psychology, Seceiology and
Anthropology, 1981

Denyse Lockard. Lifestyle Variations Among
Leshigns, 1982,

Dian Murray. Pirates and Pederasty: The Practice
of Homosexuality Among the Maritime
Underworld of Late 18t and Early 19th Century
Ching, 1987,

Diama T Halperin. Dressing Destre: Anarchy and
Art at the WOW Cafe, 1988,

Diane Bllaborn. Development of Women's
History As Seen Through the Paradigm of Women
in Nazi Socigty, 1979,
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Diane M. Spaugh, An Anmotated Bibliography of
Non-Fiction Writings: By Lesbians of Color and
Jewish Leshions (1980-1987), 1987.

Thane 5. Sievers. Women's Tenmds, 1978

Diane Sands. Montena Women's History Project:
Taterview tn Montana - A Fifty Nine Year Old
Leshian, 1979,

Diane Shapiro. Ladder and fhe Lesbians:
Questions About Community in the 1950's, 1984,

Dinah Utah. Results of a Leshian Questionnaire,
1977.

Denald §. Catalano. Aging and Homosexuality in
San Francisco, 1981.

Donald Vining. One Lesbian Life: 1889-1980,
1984. '

Dgnna . Fricke. Jo Sinclair’s Wasteland: The
Novel and the Tradition.

Dorothy Allison. Cofiectives, 1978,
Dorothy Allison. Erotic Blasphemy,

Dorothy Allison. Introducation to a Deviant
Etlmography: The Female Dominant 5/M
Conpmunity, 1980,

Dorothy Glasse. A Personal Repori: International
Tribunal of Crimes Against Women, 1976.

Dorothy Marder, Butch Lesbian: Nobody's Voice
Speaks for Me, T Speak for Myself, 1987,

Douglas Kimmel, Ph.D. Gay People Aciually
Grow Old, 1980.

Elana Dykewoman. Fourth Daughter’s Four
Hundred Ceestions, 1979,

Tleanor . Batchelder. Dreamn Paper, 1978.

Hleanor Hakim. Homiosexual as few in Cuba:
Homophobia and the Mecharisms of "Socialist’
Repression, 1984,

Eleanor Hunter. Double Identity: The Negro
Leshian in the "Straight’ White World, 1969.

Blizabeth Barnhart. Symbolic Kinship: A Lesbian
Cotmmiunity.

Elizabeth Barnhart. Judith Siegel & Robert
Koches, Friends and Lovers in a Lesbian
Counterculture Community.

Elizabeth Fifer. Put Language in the Waist:
Stein's Critique of Women in Geography and Plays,
1975,

Elizabeth L. Fee. Scientific History of Gender
Aftitudes, 1973,

Flizabeth Lapovsky Kennedy & Madeline D.
Davis. Flowering of Lesbion Bar Culture: 1930's
and 1940's, 1987.

Elizabeth Levine. Androgyny at Work and Home,
1985.

Blizabeth Shanktin. Oresteia; The Construction of
Patrigrchal Reality, 1975,

ElizabethLapovsky Kennedy & Madeline D.
Davis. Reproduction of Butch-Fem Roles.

Ellen Federspiel. Women's Roles in Marriage,
1971.

Elly Bulkin. Racism and Writing: Some
Implications for White Lesbian Criticism, 1980.

Tric Garber, Elizabeth A. Lynn & Lyndall
MacCowan. A Very Preliminary Bibliography of
Lesbian and Gay Male Trmages in the
Mystery/Suspense/Thriller Genre, 1981.

Ermell Walton. Lesbians: A Group in Profile,
1979,

Hstelle B. Freedman. In the Matter of the
Removal of Miriam Yan Waters: Fernale Deviance
in Post World War H America, 1984.

Estelle Friedman. Some Notes For A Feminist
Trawvel Guide to the Northeast.

Bsther Newton. Cherry Grove, Fire Island: Sixty
Years in American’s First Gay and Lesbian Town,
1993,

Hsther Newton. Sex and Sensibility: Sveinl
Science and the Idea of "Lesbian Community’,
1985.

Bsther Newton.. Sick to Deatht of Ambiguitics.

Lthel Sawyer. A Study of a Public Lesbinn
Community, 1965,

Eve Beck. T Hauve A Piece of Leshian Fistory.

Evelyn Blackwood. Re-Analysis of Homosexual
Behavior Cross-Culturally, 1981. .

Hvelyn Thomas & Elizabeth Chanelis. We Are
Family, 1980.

Frances Deughty. Draft Statement Written for
International Feminists” Meeting, 1975,

" Frances Doughty. Last Letters, Margaret

Anderson and Solita Solano, 1979,
Frances Doughty. Leshian Biography, 1979.

Frances Doughty. Lesbian Political Process or
Dyke De-Polarization, 1976.

Frances Doughty, What Do We Mean When We
Use the Word Feminist?, 1975.
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Frances Doughty & Natalie Gulbrandsen.
Respect For the Individual, 1978.

Frances M. Doughty. A Radical Fenndrist Critique
of Social Psychology, 1978.

Freda Rosen & Mary Fridley. Now Is The Time
to Go Independent, 1979.

Trederick Suppe & Bell Weinberg, Study and
Futire Priorities for Research on Homosexuality,
15979, ’

Gerry Pearlberg. Review - Leshian Classics Being
Republished, 1984.

Gayle Rubin. Misguided, Dangerous, and
Wrong: An Analysis of Anti-Pornegraphy Politics,
1989.

George Chauncey. Christian Brotheriood or
Sexual Pervesion?: Cultural Interpretations of
Sexual Boundaries in the WWI Era, 1984, ~

Gerry Pearlberg. Something In The Afr Besides
The Atrnosphere: Lesbian Institution Building in
Pre-Feminist America, 1956-1962, 1983.

Gloria Feman Orenstein. Goddess as Symbol: A
Gynocentric Vision in Modern Women's Literature.

Gloria Feman Qrenstein. Le Salow Litteraine
Cowmtne Reve D' Amour, 1981

Gloria Feman Orenstein. Preface a Jovette
Marchessault’s La Mere Des Flerbes, .

Gloria Feman Orenstein. Preface to Chronigue
Lesbienne Du Moyen-Age Quebecais by Jovette
Muarchessaults,

Gloria Fermnan Orenstein, Reclaiming the Great
Mother: A Feminist fmirney to Madness and Back
in Search of a Goddess Heritage.

Gudrun Schwarz, Creation of the Man-Woman,
1981

Gudrun Schwarz. Gewnlt Gegen Lesben: Violence
Against Leshians, 1381,

Gudren Schwarz. Kreation Des Marnwiebes.

Gundrun Schwarz. Creation of the Man-Worman,
1880 .

Harvey Pert. War Widow.

Heide Beth Kormyn. Issues and Concerns for
Researching the Otter; Lesbian History Research -
A Case Study, 1980.

Heidi Beth Korman. Personal Essay on My
Involvement at the esbian Herstory Archives,
1981, .

Holly Devor. Gender Blending Females, 1985.

Hana Ozer. Treatment of Lesbianism in Fiction
About Girl's Schools, .

Inez Marinez. Lesbian Hero Bound: Radclyffe
Halls Portrait of Sapphic Dauglrters and Their
Mothers, 1976.

Irena Klepfisz. Vigal: Israeli Embassy, 1988.

lrene Zahava. Chamber Music by Doris
Gruiribach, 1979,

lrene Zahava. Review of Chamber Music, 1979,

Isabel Arroyo. Lafina Lesbians: The Conflict,
1987,

Ivy Bottini. Fear Within, 1973

T. A. Schrim. S/M and Feminism: One View,
1980.

1. B. Wallace. Autonomous Women: An
Herstorical Perspective, 1983,

I. B. Wallace. Last Straw: The Stonewall Riots,
1983,

J. R.M. Cooper. Where the Liite Meet, 1981

1. R Roberts. . leude beltandor each with other vpon

. a bed: The Case of Saralt Norman and Mary

Hurumond, 1979,

1. R Roberts & Claire J. Polter. Chicago Lesbian
Corrtunity Memoiys: 1973-1977, 1573,

Jacqueline Lapidus. Politics of a Womart
(Radicalesbiangry Feminist) Writing, or If You
Don’'t Like My Ulopia, Let's See Yours: A Self-
Interview,

Jacqueline Lapidus. Politics of One Woman
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As a dyke invelved in political organiz-
ing for many years, when I started volun-
teering at the Archives T was drawn, imimne-
diately, to the Organization Files — affec-
tonately called the “Org Files.” At first [
did more reading than filing, being amazed
at the many ways we have created support-
ive spaces for ourselves in a world which
provides none. Gradually 1 did siart filing
the continmal siveam of papers and other ma-
terial — flyers, fund-raising letters, minutes,
newspaper articles, photographs and so on
— that kept flowing into the Archives week
after week.

After some weeks [ asked Joan Nestle
whether a particular kind of organization
should be pui in that file. In the inimitable
way that the Archives operates, she said:
“That’s up to you. You decide what should
and shouldn’t be in there.” Though taken
aback by the responsibility being placed on
my shounlders, [ thought about it for a couple
of weeks, spoke to other volunteers, and fi-
nally decided The Org Files at the Archives
are for keeping materials {rom/related to
voluntary and not-for-profit groups that are
Leshian, Lesbian/Gay and Women’s/Femi-
nist Organizations (with known Lesbian pai-
ticipation). Making that decision also
made me eventually the coordi-
nator responsible for the Org
Files — a responsibility 1
still have and enjoy.

The orgapizations repre-
sented range from small
groups, like the Black Les-
bian Study Group(NY),
The Butch-Femme Sapport
Group(MN'Y) or Dyke Action
Machine (DLAM., NY) to com-
munity centers, such as the Lesbian Re-
source Center {Seattle, WA) and the Adanta
Lesbian Peminist Honse (GA): from foun-
dations, such as Astrea National Lesbian
Action Foundation, to direct action groups
such as Radicalesbhians (WNY) and
Dvketactics (PA).

Though we have a large number of New
York groups, we have files for groups from
all over the country and from other coun-
tries as well, Here’s a sample: Craftwimmin
Miotual Aid Soclety (East Lansing, MI), Al-
liance Against Women’s Oppression {San
Francisco, CA), Anna Blauman House Les-

bian Archives (The Netherlands), Boulder
Eesbiar Network {CO), Charlottesviile Les-
bian Feminists (VA), BEast Bay Lesbian and
Gay Democratic Club (Berkeley, CA), Les-
bian Teachers Metwork (Solon, TA), Outin
Montana, Inc, (Missoula), Sisterspace (PA),
and the Women's Project (Little Rock, AR).

There are files for the Leshian/

Gay task forces of many na
tional professional organiza
tions (The American Libran
Association, The Americar
Psychological Asscciation
for example); for religiouss
affiliated groups {e.g., Con:
gregation Beth Simchat To
vah, Dagnity, Affivmation)
for ethmically/ culurally
identified groups {e.g
Las Buenas Amigas
The Jewish Lesbia..
Group, Asian Pacific Philadel-
phia Leshians, MNational Coalition of Black
Leshians and Gays); and for college groups
{e.g., Northeastern Illinois University les-
bian Alliance, The Gay Academic Union,
Yalelesbians),

Cur earliest files date from the 60s and
early 70s, including those of D.G.B., The
Women's Firehouse, Satsa Soul (now

African Ancestral Women United
. for Societal Change) and the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task
Force (originally the National
Gay Task Force). Others are

as Dykes Against Racism Bv-
erywhere, Dvkes Opposed to
7 Nuclear Technology, the
Combahee River Collective. Then

there’s the early to mid-80s, including
Wormen's Pentagon Action, Asian Lesbians
of the Bast Coast, and the Lesbian Task Force
of the Reproductive Rights National MNet-
work; the mid-to late 80s, e.g. ACT-UP and
the Committee of Quiraged Lesbians, and
the 90s: the Leshian Avengers, Grass roots
Queers, Anonymous Queers. These ars just
the tip of the iceberg.

Some of the files have only one sheet of
paper; others are large collections. For ex-
ample, we have a lot of information about
MOW, Lesbian Feminist Liberation, at the
MNew York Lesbian and Gay Community Ser-

from the mid to late "70s, such

vices Center and SAGE, because we were/
are on their mailing lists. Other large col-
lections are from groups/organizations
which sent their material once they closed:
The Lesbian Center (Madisen, W1 and the
New York Committee to Free Sharon
Kowalski are examples. And, both ACT UP
NY and Lesbian Avengers NY have large
collections because | have been a
member of both since
their inception
and bring every
piece of paper 1
get to the Archives.

When we moved
to our new building
one of our goals was

fo create a computer
file for each part of our
collection. As of Au-
gust 1994 alf of the or-
ganizations have been
entered into a computer
file. Doing this not only reminded us
of the vast range of types of groups but we
realized that we have 1,038 organizations
represented — whew! The computer pro-
gram allows us to search organizations by
keywords in their names and by location.
Now we are planming to give each acategory
description (e.g. university-based, athletic,
health, and so0 on) so we can create searches
based on this as well,

As with all of the Archives collections,
this is continually growing. If you were part
of a group which no longer exists and you

have material about it, we'd love to have 1L .

However, since we are an all-volunieer or-
ganization, and especially it it is a large
amoeunt of material, we ask that you call first
and talk to an Archivette. She can help vou
to figure out how to organize the material
and what to send. If you are a member of a
group that now exists, put us on your mail-
ing Iist if we aren’t already. Getting vowr
material (from the past or present) to the
Agchives will ensure that future dykes will
know you existed and what you did.

' — Maxine Wolfe

P.5.Tf you publish a newsletter, we'd love
o be on the mailing list, too. It will go into
our Newsletter file.
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Terri L. Jewell

The Archives is a place to commemo-

rerte lost lovers and friends. As a people,
we have been deprived of the ritual of
communal sorrow. Many lesbians have
experienced the pain of silent mourn-
ing. Oflen in newspaper obituaries, a
enphemism for the death of u lesbian
is “There are no known survivers.”
This is not true,

We are each other’s survivors. We
hope thet you will remember leshians
i your comunuRity, your sisters, your
Sfriends, through memorials and leiters
to the Leshian Herstory Archives, so
that we may all honor their lives. Their
voices and lives must not be lost or
made invisible when we ourselves are
no longer here to fell their stories.

Keri Duran 1964 — 1895

Terri L. Jewell 1964 — November 1985
Barbara Jordan 1986

Nan C. DuBois April 1896

Donna J. Jordan Dacember 1894
Barbara Oelker 1956 — April 1995
Terry Harnan 1915 — 1594

Virginia {Ginny) Moore 1918 — 1964
Constance {Connie) Murray 1528 — 1995
Alma Houtsong 1524 — 1996

ingrid Reuben 1947 — 1995

Nancy Walker 1935 — 1996

On Samrday, December 3, 1994, a hitle befors 2:00 pm, our lesbian community Jost
one of its strongest fighters. Bllen Sarosy finally gave into her struggle to survive and took
her life by stepping in front of 2 LIBR train.

" never forget the day T met Ellen. I recently had returmed from a bike irip from San
Diego to San Francisco. Trving to reconnect with womyn from here, T put an ad in the
Alternatives Corner Newsletter saying [ wanted to start a bike club, and immediately the
first call was from Ellen. A few weeks Iater, in March of "85, we had our first mesting with
about five other womyn — Different Spokes was born. Little did I know then that Ellen
still wounld be my friend 10 vears later and would be the driving force behind the club for
all those years. The last time I saw Bllen, 2 week before ber death, we were joking how it

" soon would be our 10-year anniversary.

Eifen struggled long and hard with the demons inside her. Ai times she was exasperat-
ing, but 1"l always remember how thoughtful she was to her friends, She truly cared about
the lesbian compmunity and thought it so importaat to be OUT everywhere. Different Spokes
and biking was Ellen’s lifs and main joy. She held the club together when no one else was
there to do it, She meticulonsly tracked every mile we rode, and every Chrisimas she
would'buy bike mugs or T-shirts for the riders that past year. Bllen cared so much about the

.club — I never thought she could live withont it. Now I wonder if we will survive without
her.

Ellen always said that having appoiniments gave her a reason o live, 50 we made a pact
last year that if Ibought her 2 daily planner and she wrote “LIVE” on each day she wouldn’t
kill herself — because she had an appointment with Life. When 1 went to her apartment
the night she died and locked at that calendar, 1 realized even having appointmenis was no
longer enough to keep her alive. The last paragraph of Hllen’s instructions aboui her death
epitomized how important we all were (0 her “Last but not least, my funeral or service or
whatever is decided upon damn well better be very welcoming to Lesbians. Thank you I
can rest in peace now.”’ |

I hope Ellgn finally has found her peace .

Good-bye Ellen — Dl miss you — I love you,
Carol Vitelli

In the spring, Different Spokes had a memorial Jones Beach Bike Ride {Ellen’s faveorite) 1o
celebrate her iife. Ellen left all her jowrnals — 20 years of writing — fo the Leshian Her-
story Archives. 1 know she would be happy ro know that other lesbians have read them and
heard her story. Donations also can be made in her memory to the Archives.

Dear Women of the Archiveé,

| am remitting to you the enclosed money order inthe amount of $1,516.71 as a bequest from
the Last Will and Testament of Dorna J. Jordan, lesbian extracrdinaire. Donna was my lover for
five years until her death on December 16, 1934, from breast cancer. She had a great fervor for
the “Archives,” feeling a sense of urgency in the work that you do; capiuring the lives of women
loving women before time could reclaim the ashes. Donna loved herstory and leshian culiure,
for which the “Archives” stand as a bold symbel. oan easily say thal the “Archives” are a living
symbol of Donna’s life. Keep up the struggle. Thank you for your good works.

Yours in Sisterhood,
Vickis A. O'Dougherty
Executricks, Estate of Donna J. Jordan
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Alma Routsong, 1924 — 1996

Alma Routsong, awhor of Patience and Sarah, also known as isabel Miller, died in October after
a three-year battfe with ovarian cancer Sidney Abbolt went to Alma’s memorial and shared the
memory of the day with Beva Eastman, who in turn posted Sidney’s letier on the Internet to a number
of gay and lesbian lisiservs. Many of us here ar the Archives read the letter online and wept ai this
touching account of Alma’s life and service. Alma, her life, her many contributions, and her life’s
work will be cherished and remembered always at the Archives for generations of leshians 1o come.

Alma is another wonderful leshbion woman who will not be obscured by hisiory.

Ima Routsong was a U.5. novel-
ist, essayist, and editor. Born in
Traverse City, Michigan, the
danghter of a police officer and a nurse, she
interrupted her college studies to serve as a
hospital apprentice in the WAVES. She mar-
ried Bruce Brodie in 1947, completed a B A,
in Artin 1949 and gave birth to four daugh-
ters before divorcing Brodie in 1962
Routsong’s first two novels, A Gradual
Joy (1954 and Round Shape (1959) had no
overtly lesbian content. After forming a re-
lationship with a woman in the 1960’s, she
tried o write about her and her friends’ ex-
periences but found hersslf stymied by a
sense that she was “tattling.”” Then, while

vigiting a folk art museum in Cooperstown,
NY, her lover pointed out a primitive paint-
ing of a “maid” by Mary Ann Willson who,
according to the museum, had shared her life
in the 1820’s with a “farmerstte” named
“Miss Brundidge.” The discovery inspired
Routsong to write her most popular novel,
A Place for Us (later retitled Patience and
Sarah), a gently romantic, vividly imagined
account of the lives of two lovers who settle
in Mew York in the early 19th century.
Unable to find a publisher for the novel,
Routsong printed 1,000 copies in 1562 as a
“Blescker Street Press Bdition” and peddlad
theim on the streets of Greenwich Village, at
Daughters of Bilitis (DOB) meetings and

Alma Routsong

through the DCB’s publication, The Ladder.
Her pseudonym for the novel, Isabel Miiler,
gombined an anagram for “lesbia” with her
mother’s maiden name.

One of the first lesbian-positive histori-
cal novels, A4 Place for Us recelved the first
Gay Book Award of the Gay Liberation Task
Force of the Social Responsibilities Round
Table of the American Library Association.

.Some gay and lesbian critics lambasted the

novel’s apachronistic feminist conscious-
ness, but most readers, accustomed to “prob-
lem novels” in which homosexuality was
depicied either as a tragic aberration or a sick
perversion, welcomed jts positive portrayal
of a loving relationship between women.
Republished by McGraw-Hill in 1972, Pa-
fience and Sarah became one of the classics
of the post-Stonewall era.

Routsong joined the Gay Liberation
movement in 1970 and was an officer in the
DORB. Her other works include The Love of
Good Women (1986), Side by Side (1990)
and A Dooryard Full of Flowers (1993), a
coltection of shost stories, two of which are
a quasi-sequel to Patience and Sarah.
Shortly before her death, the novel Laurel
{1996) was published.

— Lee Hudson
From Compistely Queer: The Gay and Lesbian

Encyclopedia, by Steve Hogan and Lee Hudson,
1957,

Kaiz, Jonathan Ned. “Alma Routsong, Writing
and Publishing Patience and Sarah, 't leltl Had
Found My People.”” In Gay American History,
ed. Jonathan Ned Katz (1976).

Wavle, Blizabath M. “Tsabel Miller.” In Contem-
porary Leshian Writers of the United States, eds.
fandra Pollack and Denise D Knight (1993).
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Exhibils of lesbian history and treasures have
confinued to travel out of the Archives and onto

the walls of communily organizations across
mainland USA. As of this writing both "Keepin’
- On: Images of African American Lasbiang”
{Newslatter #12) and "Queer Covers” (Newslat-
ter #15) had their Olympic moment &t Center
Stage of the Gay and Leshian Visitors Center in
Atlanta, Georgia. “Keepin’ On" has made local
appearances in Brocklyn, NY under the spon-
sorship of Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press;
at the Bronx Museum of The Arts in the Bronx
thanks to BLUES (Bronx Lesbians United in Sis-
terhood); in West Hempsiead, NY at the
Womer's Alternative Community Canter; and at
Ruigers University in New Brunswick, NJ. Our
exhibits also visited Chicago thanks to the
Gerber-Hart Gay and Lesbian Library and Ar-
chives and were seen by all at the National
Women's Music Festival in Bloomington, Indiana.
“Kespin’ On: images of African American Leshi-
ans”, “Queer Covers” and the "Audre Lorde” ex-
hibits are presently available — with more to
come. If you are interested in bringing an Archives
traveiing exhibit to your community pleasa con-
tact the Archives at our PO Box, Attention: Ex-
hihits Coordinator,

Paula Grant

Parss, . fel2ty] ;Vmagé Collection.
' From “Lesbion Fashion Through the Ages”
exhibir.

anfing to
create an
- ENViron-
ment for cultural shar-
1ng , artistic expression,
and discussicn, LHA
began the Ar Home se-
ries. Women of LHA's
various communifies
and constituencies are
mvited to come to LHA
for events specifically 0. _ .
designed to engage Arhome presenintion onAsian Lesbians of the East Coast was
them in the Archives’ made by June Chan (center), shown with Maxine Wolfe (right)
herstorical mission. Ag. and Mariana Romo-Carmona (left).

Aomes offer LA w0 A ¢ Home at the Archives

opportunity to bring .

more wornen into the archives, to highlight different parts of the collection, and to
encourage women’s seif-documentation and exploration of their personal, shared,
and multifarions herstories. LHA has been just hopping with fabulous lesbian/
dyke/gay/queer/women-identified women’s activities since the last newsletter (in-
cluding discussions, readings, and visual prescntations). Below are just a few
selected happenings from 1993-19%96.

— Desiree Yael Vester

Makeda Silvera, author and poei. Reading from Her Head a Village, Remembering G and
other Stories along with selections from other works.

Sidney Abbott, leshian-feminist activist and author. Discussion: "The Good Old/Bad Cld
Days: Lesbian-Feminism, its Origing — What's Helpful to Us Now.” A provocative and in-
your-face multifacetad examination, explanation and reclaiming of lesbian-feminist activism
in the 70's and what it means for Lesbian activists today.

Ann Maredith, photegrapher; Kate Wilson and Harriet Hirshorn, video makers from DYKE
TV, “Lashians March in Beiling: The 1995 International Conference on Women,” a slide show,
video presentation, and discussion of lesbian participation in the conference,

Jeni Crone, Irish lesbian activist. The Founder of ireland’s Leshian Front discussed the les-
bian movemant in ireland and her experisnce 23 the first lesbian to come out publicly on lrish
national television.

Flavia Rando, Michela Griffo, Fran Winant (former members of the Radicalesbians); Char-
iotie Bunch and Nancy Myron (from The Furies). A herstorical remembrance/exploration/
discussion of Lesbian Feminist activism, organizing, and the need for lesbian seli-documen-
tation.

Susie Bright, activist, “sexpert” and co-founder of On Our Backs magazine. Reading and
arousing discussion of her tatest work, Susie Bright's Sexwise: America’s Favorte X-raled
Intellectual Does Dan Guavie, et al

Amber Hollibaugh, Coordinator of the GMHC Lesbian A1DS Project. "Do Lesbians Get AIDS?"
Presentation and discussion about the myth of Lesbian immunily and the importance of hav-
ing good and accurate information regarding transmission issues, safer-sex, and education.

Elsna Georgiou, Greichen Elkins and lrare Sabasuy. “Poetry ai the Archives,” An afternoon of
moving, Hillating and provocative poetry,

June Chan of Asian Lesbians of the East Coast. Discussion and wonderfuily herstorical slide
show preseniation chronicling the organization’s incaption and development.

Sue Schafiner and Cardler Moyer of Dyke Action Machine {DAM}, A slids show presentation
and discussion with these two fabulous activisi/artists dykas about their individual work and
what's new with DAM,

Jill Posener, photographer and co-aditor of Nothing But fhe Giri “The Blatant Lesbian
fmage.” Discussion aboui the booi's contributors and the making of the book.
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A Little Herstory

The photographic collection at the Lesbian Harsiory Archives reflects
the growth of the Archives since 1974, When we werg originally envi-
sioned we were s88n as a preserve — of all the papers, books, photo-
graphs, posters, fliers and memorabilia that we could cofiect relaling o
lesbian lives and culture. Much has changed oaver the past two decades.
And while our collaction concems have changad someawhat we still have
an enormous amount of work to do on e collection 1o sarve soms of the
needs now showing up on our doorsiep.

I the past few years there has heen a growing cali for materials that
can be used for publication. You may come 1o the archives looking for
images that can be included in a book, magazing, film or other public dis-
play. Unfortunately, most of the images in the pholo collection are not
available for those uses.

Why Not?

Much of what was given 1o us came form women who simply waniad
their images saved, their lives remembered. They naither offered parmis-
sion for publication, nor did we request it The first goal of the Archives is
preservation and collsction of materials and ihat is an area we have ex-
celled in. Perhaps our second major goal is the cataloguing of materials,
preparation of bibliographies and creation of exhibits based on ihe oollec-
fion. This area is a stow up-hifl battie, and can oniy move on along at the
speed that the Archives can attract and train volunisers for these tasks.

One of the areas we are slowly working on is the creation of a photofila
of images that are immediately usabie, with Archivas permission, for pub-
fication. We have a few images that fall into this category now, howesver,
they are not separated out from the collection, and you will need assis-
tance in locating them.

Nikki Nichols, Daughters of Bilitis member, circa 1960s.

Some of the found images in the Archives collection.

How Can I Use What is Here?

You are welcome to browse and enjoy the images in the photography
collection. Most of the collection is contained in the three lateral cabinets
marked “Photo Collection” in the audic-visual room. The files are arranged
by subject, photographers name or subject’s name. There are aiso several
binders set up on a shelf against the far wall. Some of these binders are
collactions by specific photographers. There are also some phote books
from waddings and other parsonal collections. (Important Note: Do not
mount your photos in the aloums available at dimestores, that have a plas-
fic sheet holding phetos against a tacky grid, the materials destroy photos
very rapidly.) Please wash you hands before using the collection (no, it's
not silly) and try not io handle the photos excepl by the edges. 1fthey are
mounted in pages do not attempt to remaove them without checking with a
archives staffer. Do not photocopy the photographs: the light speeds up
their deterioration. '

if you are working on a project where you wani {o get permission to use
a particutar photograph you will nave to talk to a coordinator who is familiar
with the photo collection. % will probably take a week or two fo find out if
the photo is ane that can be used with Archives permission. 1f itisn't, then
the next possihility is thal we can put you in coniact with the photographer
of person who donated the image. {We will probably have ic contact them
for you, and pass your number and guestion along to them as only a few
photographers have made their phone numbers generally avaiiable.} The
other possibility (and the most likely} is that we don't have the information
on the donar/photographer and you will not be able to use the image.

We are sorry that the collection is so inaccassible to publication use. As
explainad above, it came out of a different time and focus. OQver the next
few years we will be developing a phato file for public use, and wa will be
workdng an both collecting new images and getling releases on imagss we
already possess. ‘

f you are thinking of donating photographs to the Archives, please give
the question of release rights some thoughi. if you are able fo donate an
image along with #s copyright to the Archives then it has the chance of
going out into the world in publications and other madia. But even i you
dom'i want io give that permission {or can't due to people included in the
photo) please be assured we will still reasure i, protect and preserve it for

. the viewing of future visitors to the Archives.

— Morgan Gwenwald
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The Liza Cowan and the
Dates Covered: 1970°s — 1980°s

ast month, 1 spent long hours siiting on a folding
chair at our work table i the newly rearranged base
4 ment, processing the collections of two women who
have spent years contributing to the cultural and therefore
survival force of the lesbian feminist community. Their col-
lections provide a unigue documentary of the early years of
the lesbian feminist music movement i this country.

Liza Cowan, founder of the White Mare Archives, co-edi-
tor of Cowrie, was a pioneer in lesbian broadcasting. In the
early seventies, she brought lesbian singers and musicians to
an audience who often did not believe what they had heard
the night before op her program.

From Correspondence, December 29, 1971:

Dear Sirs:

On the morning (between 4 A, M and 5 A.M.) of Tuesday,
Dec 28th, I heard a song on WBAI called “The Woman in
Your Life.” It was ¢ vocal solo by a woman accompanied on
a guitar, Can you tell me whose record it was and who wrote
the song?

The writer of this letter, a woman, 18 asking for information
about Alix Dobkin, the pioneer lesbian performer. Cowan’s
collection includes tapes of the radio shows, correspondence
from her audience, including letters of support when she was
fired by WBAI of New York, the books, periodicals and sub-
ject files of the White Mare Archives, an early leshian coliec-
tion from np-state New York and correspondence and graph-
ics from Cowrle.

Liza Cowan served as editor of Dyke with Fenny House.

axine Feldman, another picneer 10 Lesbian music, sent us seven
boxes in which lie the history of a vision and a tove. Dedicated to
promoting women'’s music, an early and major presence at the Michi-
gan Women s Music Festival, one of the first troubadours of gay rights, founder
of the Oasis Awards, composer and entertainer, Maxine Feldman has given the
future a powerful sense of how lesbians created their own cultural world in the
seventies and eighties. Her collection includes correspondence starting from the
early seventies, scores, lyrics, newspaper coverage of her performances, photo-
graphs, booking schedules, tour notes, performance clothes, T-shirts, buttons,
musical instruments. As [ sa: on my chair, unfolding letters, looking at photo-
graphs, smoothing out posters, | was moved beyond words once again at the
power of visions, the visions of these women, the vision of the archives, at the
risks we took when no one else would. For any one interested in the history of
lesbian feminism in this country, particular as it expressed itself in women’s
music, these are two invaluable sources,

— Joan Nestfe

Maxine Feldman performing her song “Amazon’” in the 807 on Long fsland.
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EARLINE BEASLEY 94-5: Coverage: 1970 -
present. Subject matter deals with body build-
ing/sports/African American identity, and south-
ern women. Seven boxes.

JANE WATROUS VERLAINE %4-6: Cover-
age: 1940's - 1980’s, Four boxes of poetry, es-
says, journals and letters.

“FIGHT THE RIGHT” 94-7: Coverage 19907s
This collection includes flyers and memorabilia
about ATDS activism in the Midwest. Banners
and papers regarding St. Louis are also cross-
referenced to other arcas in LHA.

ZOEMANSEN 94-8: This colicction of 3 boxes
includes Ms. Mansen's diaries and manuscripts
spanning from the [940°s through the 1990%.

JO ANN DIMOND: 94-9: A collection in ex-
cellent condition consisting of correspondence
and photographs. This collection is contained
in one box and spans the years 1964 - 1970,
Restrictions and copyrights apply.

SCOTTI IVARCY 94-18: 13 boxes of corre-
spondence with family and lovers. Letters o
Jane Chambers, Jene Jacobs, and Marian Seldes.
Coverage 19507 - 1980°s though mosl mate-
rialis from the 19607s. Thirteenboxes — twelve
are off sile and one is in our Brooklyn building
s call ahead for access and for information
about restrictions.

“NOT JUST PASSING THROUGH” 94-11:
1994 videotape co-produced by Polly
Thistlewaite, Jean Carlomusto, Catherine
Saalfizld, Dolores Perez. This video includes
interviews with the late Mabel Hampton as well
as with Joan Nestle, Jewelle Gomez, “W.O.W's”
Five Lesblan Brothers as well as many other
woman you may know and love. A segment of
Gay Pride March {991, NYC is included. Per-
mission o duplicate and o view is necded s0
call us ahead of time if you wish see the video.

“HIKIN DYKES/WOMEN ABOUT” cut-
door/social group for lesbians 94-12: One box
consisting of a variety of media — agendas,
minules, calendars, flyers, history, outing de-
scriptions, policy guide book and more. Time
period covered is from 1976 - 1994,

PHOTOGRATPHS BY ROBERT GIARD %4-
13: Photos of lesbian writers from Rebert
Giard’s ten-year archival project of leshian and
gay writers. Acquired through a special grant
to the archives.

WOMEN'S BUILDING 85-2: The Women's
Building in Los Angeles, CA donaied 1images,
calendars, and journals. This is contained in one
box.

FRANCES DOUGHTY 95-7:'Spans 1970's -
1990’s. Frances Doughty, founding member of
Mational Gay Task force was involved in many
fesbian political groups. Four cartons contain
her donations of fliers, leaflets, photos, fapes,
posters, T-shirts from earlier movement groups
and activities. This is a wonderful slice of les-
bian activism.

JACQUELINE WOODSOMN 23-9: Her collec-
tion of children's lilerature, lesbian lilerature,
articles and reviews of Jackie's work, articles
and writings and correspondence and photos.
Two boxes.

 SCRAPBOCK FROM THE KINSEY INSTI-

TUTE 83-10: This collection contains clippings
from as far back as the 1920s of women-in-
the-life. Many relerences to “passing women”
and “odd women” as npted by the tabloids. One
hox,

AMNGELA WILB(ON 35-11: Angela’s papers
from 1977 - 1984 conlain correspondence and
personal letiers, diaries and entries in correspon-

. dence form, calendars and planners, and infor-

mation about “The Fifth Berkshire Conference
on the History of Women” sponsored by Vassar
Coilege.

GLASS — GAY AND LESBIAM ASS0OCTA-
TION OF STUDENTS, 50UTHERN ILLI-
NOIs UNIVERSITY 96-2: This is a Midwest
reglonal cotlection containing flvers, brochures,
and announcements from GLASS as well as
neighboring lesbian/gay organizations. Memo-
rabilia such as buttons and flags included.

RACHEL XAMEL 96-3: Spanning 1978 - 1984
Rachel’s collections gives us a view of lesbian
1ife in the Philadelphia region. There are exten-
sive notes about “Sisterspace,” Philadelphia Re-
productive Righis Org (PRRO), “Leshian Ac-
tion Alliance™ and “Feminists in Solidarity.”” In
‘addition to the Philadelphia collection, she has
included dstailed information about women in
Micaragna.

MARY R, MINUCCHDODIE GLASSE (or
ganizing of the collection now in progress):
1970's through 1980°s Greenwich Village Dyker
Union “Head Lez.” A look at leshians in the
military includes a denim vest with farewell
notes from fellow Army members, Army uni-
form, double women symbel stamp, dog tags,
stripes, pins and good conduct decoration.

The following coliections are curvently being

processed and will be assipned anr accession

pumber shortiy:

MAXINE FELDMAN: Years covered: 1970 -
1994, This collection gives us a view of
women’s music and covers the following top-
ics: music, musicians, record production, Michi-
gan Womyn’s Music Festival, Lyrics, the Oasis
Awards. This collection also includes a Martin
Guitar, picks and straps, T-shiris, buttons, pho-
tos of performers and concerts and performance
clothes including red hat with wings and roller
skates!

LIZA COWAN: Years covered: 1970°s - 1980°s.
An exiensive collection with a wealth of infor-
mation about lesbiana, cultural and political.
Subject files include info about GALAS (Great

~ American Lesbian Art Show, 1978), “Electra

Re-wired” (her WBAI radio show), feminists
concerts, dyke portrayals in movics, leghian
mothers, Women Underground, Lesbians in the
" military, Feminist calendars, feminist coffee
houses, feminist poetry, lesbian third world, les-
bian festivals and dances, women only, dyke
fashion, Jewish lesbians .., and so much morel
ELLEN SAROSY: Years covered: 19807s -
1990’s: Ellen bequeathed her entire estate to the

Leshian Herstory archives. Her two boxes of |

collectibles include her personal diaries, scrap-
books, personal papers and political papers. Her
recent death has saddened our community and
we will misg her very much.

MY WOMERN'S CENTER: Years covered: late
1960s — 1980s. This huge collection, coming
in at more than 35 boxes somelime last year
brought tears (o our eyes as we began to open
the boxes. Includes the original papers, corre-
spondence, finances, ctc. from the radical pub-

-lication, RAT, that was taken over by lesbians
during the course of s lile as well ag many
original papers {rom the Lesbian Feminist Lib-
eration and the Women’s Center in New York
that had, apparently. inherited the organizational
papers. Includes correspondence, photos, {ly-
ers, minules, notes , graphics, action plans, etc.

— Compiled by Robin Riback
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1995
esbian

‘inancial Report for the
lerstory Educational Foundation, Inc.

In our first few years, a good part of our money came from
a tithing by the Lesbion Herstory Archives founders, as they
could give. Over the years, the balance hos shifted; ongoing
expenses are now being met by donations from the commu-
nity. 1988 marked the first year that our incoming donations
topped $25,000, and we had to file our first formal 990 with
the IRS and the New York State charitable agencies.

IMCOME for 1995 EXPENSES for 1885
GENERAL FUND: Poslage 7334.84
Donations $12,869.65  Post Office Fees 580.00
Insurance Poficy-Ellen Sarosy 10,650.00  Printing/Photocopy 9,079.23
Banefils 2,180.00  Stationery/Archival Supplies  2,514.18
Honoraria/ Exhibits §62.74  Storage:
At Homes 14500 Pierce Leahy Archives 2,036.49
Other: Equipment:. 2,018.02
Community Spirit 116.21 includes Sterea equipment, Air
fnnovative Moves 58.50 Conditioner Tape drive, paper
Wornen's Music Festival 352.50 shredder & oiher items.

Donation for use of photographs - 990.00  Ongoing Household Expenses  5,145.58
United Way/ CUNY Campaigns 812,15 Misc. Household Expenses 433.23
Advanced deposit relumns 329.39  Maijor Construction/Repairs 545.50
Services:
SLBTOTAL $29,375.74 Mallings 1,186.00
Parking 123.00
BUILDING FUND: Booksijournalsiaterials 325.80
ALFA {Southemn Feminisi Bank Service Charges 554 55
Library and Archives) 525000  Other:
Ellen Sarosy Estale 9,427.25 Events related expenses 2,895.15
Matching Funds: Laan repayments §,580.57
Plizer 200.00 Filing Fees 110.00
Lotus 200.00 Miscellaneous 889.83
A&T ©25.00
Heritage of Pride Community  1,500.00  SUBTOTAL 41,932.07
The Campfest Promise 1,500.00 -
Individual Donations 4586550  Real Estate Related:
Morgage 19,897.20
SUBTOTAL $63,967.75 insurapce/Water/ Tax Escrow  4,300.00
Payment fowards Principal  38,500.00
INTEREST Insurance 2,979.13
Chemical Bank
Savings Account 16541  SUBTUTAL £5,676.33
Chemical Bank
Encowment Account 352.56
Community Capital Bank - TOTAL 1995 EXPENSES 10760840
Building Fund 290.62
SUBTOTAL 808.59
Prepared January 20, 1996
TOTAL 1985 INGOME 84,152.08 Deborah Edel, Treasurer

How Do We Meet Our @ng@ing Expenses
and Get Our Work Done?

All lapor at the Archives is done by volunieers. It is a labor of
love in'fo]v"mg many hours of work by dedicated women. Our vi-
sion and knowledge of what needs to be done is great, but our deci-
sions about expenditures are based on the actual income that we
have in hand.

In the past, we didn’t have to fund raise to pay rent, since the
collection was housed in the apartment Joan and Lee share. Now,
however, we have to meet the expenses of the mortgage and the
upkeep of the house.

We are given generous donations of books and materials from
the Lesbian community. We receive donations from individual
women who visit the Archives, read our newsletter, hear us speak,
or meet us at conferences and believe in the vision of the Archives.
Money is put in the donation can at LHA and at conferences where
women give us dollars and change anonymously. Donations are
made for the photocopying we do in response to information re-
quested by mail or in person at LHA. We receive honoraria for
presenting the siide show and for speaking engagements we do about
the work of LHA. We do not charge a set fee but ask that university
and community groups with access to funding respect our needs.
We often show-the slide show to the Lesbian community and then
pass the hat, Al honoraria and donations we receive for speaking
go into the Archives account after we are reimbursed for personal
travel expenses. '

We also receive money from donations for our poster, T-shirts,
buttons, and posteards. Monies come from grants from within the
Lesbian community and alternative funding sources. Monies come
from other sources, such as memorial funds, workplace donations,
cultural events, donations from other organizations, and donations
garmarked for special needs

How Can You Help

»  Organize a fund raiser or house party in your own community.
» Undertake a fixed expense as your personal project. Let us know
that you want o pay for part or all of one of our expenses,

.» Send us basic supplies, such as pencils, paper, blank mailing

enveiopes of all sizes, etc,

= Talk to your local publisher, organization, and Lesbian, gay, or
women’s bookstore, and arrange for us to get free samples and
review copies of books and journals.

Explanation of calegorles in charts: Postage includes not only the cost of all individual and bulk mailings but also return postage on bulk mall. Books/Joumals/
Materiais includes books, pamphiets, posters, and resource materials. The more authors and publishers donate their work 1o us, the lower our costs. Printing/
Phatocopying refers io outside photocopying and the printing of fiers, announcements, and newsistters, Stationery/Archival Supplies includes preservation mate-
rials, basic office supplies, photocopy papsr, and loner. Other Household Expenses refers to regular monthly expenses, including gas, electricity, telephone, and
exterminator bills. Miscellanecus Housefiold Expenses inciudes such costs during our first year as carpeling, paini, frack lighting bulbs, electric light butbs, tollet

paper, cleaning supplies, curlaing, curtain rods, keys, hardware supplies, and other household star-up items.
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